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AGRICULTURE  and  DEFENSE 


By  HON  JOHN  H.  LIGHT 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  of  Pennsylvania 

Agriculture  being  the  backbone  of  the  existence  of  any  country  and,  in 
fact,  the  mainstay  of  every  effort  toward  the  maintenance  of  civilization 
itself,  the  farmer  must  be  given  his  rightful  consideration  in  the  present 
tremendous  defense  program  which  is  being  carried  out  in  this  Country. 

It  would  not  only  be  unfair  but  disastrous  to  permit  a condition  under 
which  the  farmer  would  have  no  source  of  guidance  as  to  the  extent  to 
which  he  should  increase  production  to  keep  in  line  with  the  defense  pro- 
gram, which  could  easily  result  in  an  over-production  af  such  proportions  as 
to  bring  about  his  economic  and  financial  ruin.  Already,  from  many  sources, 
the  farmer  is  generally  being  encouraged  to  increase  production  along  many 
lines  without  any  specific  plan  as  to  how  that  increase  might  be  divided  to 
keep  it  within  bounds.  Without  a plan  through  which  the  farmer  might  be 
kept  advised,  he  may  feel  it  his  patriotic  duty  to  keep  in  line  with  the  vast 
industrial  expansion  which  could  add  to  the  serious  situation  with  which  he 
is  now  faced  so  far  as  surpluses  of  many  commodities  is  concerned.  There 
is  no  shortage  of  grains  and  under  present  conditions,  many  of  the  markets 
for  agricultural  products  have  been  destroyed,  which  places  agriculture  in  a 
hazardous  position  which  would  be  greatly  intensified  should  there  be  no 
plan  under  which  the  farmer  might  be  properly  guided  and  informed  as  to 
agricultural  needs.  As  an  example  of  these  vast  surpluses,  stocks  of  wheat 
in  interior  mills,  elevators  and  warehouses  and  on  the  farms  on  April  1 of 
this  year  are  estimated  at  327,000,000  bushels,  which  is  the  highest  on  record 
for  that  date,  being  nearly  100,000,000  bushels  in  excess  of  the  amount  of 
stocks  of  wheat  on  the  comparable  date  the  year  previous.  More  complete 
realization  of  the  exact  extent  of  this  surplus  might  be  had  from  the  sugges- 
tion that  if  the  United  States  ground  and  baked  all  its  wheat  in  the  next 
year,  we  would  have  more  than  1,900  loaves  for  every  family  in  the  United 
States,  and  the  average  family  eats  only  about  300  loaves  of  bread  a year. 

Stocks  of  corn  on  April  1,  this  year,  amounted  to  1,423,368,000  bushels, 
which  is  also  an  all  time  record.  On  April  1,  reports  showed  that  production 
of  dairy  products  has  continued  outstandingly  heavy.  Milk  production  in 
March  for  the  United  States  is  estimated  at  9,300,000,000  pounds,  which 
was  about  3-6%  above  production  in  that  month  last  year,  and  the  increase 
in  manufactured  dairy  products  was  about  7 per  cent.  Conditions  also  favor 
heavy  production  for  some  months  to  come. 

Due  to  the  war,  exports  of  agricultural  products  from  the  United  States 
have  practically  vanished.  This  year,  despite  continued  advantages  of  the 
export  subsidy,  it  is  likely  that  less  than  20  million  bushels  of  wheat  will  be 
exported  by  the  United  States. 

In  spite  of  this  condition,  farmers  are  being  urged  to  increase  milk  pro- 
duction by  6 per  cent.  Without  a plan  of  providing  specific  information  to 
the  farmer,  it  is  very  probable  that  this  general  request  will  result  in  a far 
greater  production  than  can  possibly  be  utilized.  The  March  egg  production 
for  the  United  States  was  the  largest  for  the  month  since  1931.  Production 
of  commercial  hatchery  chicks  continues  at  a high  level  throughout  the 
country.  Reports  on  April  1 indicated  24  per  cent  more  chicks  on  advance 


order  than  at  the  same  time  last  year.  The  number  of  layers  on  farms  is  at  a 
high  mark.  In  spite  of  this,  a general  request  for  still  greater  egg  production 
is  being  made. 

Added  to  this  general  situation  of  production  and  disposal  of  agricultural 
products  the  farmer  is  faced  with  a serious  labor  problem.  The  military 
draft  contributes  largely  to  that  problem,  and  besides  is  causing  serious 
uncertainty.  An  alarming  shortage  of  farm  labor  exists  at  the  present  time. 
This  is  true  in  practically  every  section  of  the  State.  This  is  caused  in  part 
by  farm  labor  having  been  selected  in  the  draft,  and  also  by  the  higher  wages 
being  paid  in  defense  industry.  But  another  serious  phase  is  the  great  un- 
certainty with  which  the  farmer,  who  has  sons  or  hired  labor  within  the  draft 
ages,  is  faced.  Not  knowing  what  disposition  will  be  made  of  the  individual 
cases,  he  is  in  a quandary  as  to  his  plans,  fearing  that  sufficient  labor  will  not 
be  available  during  the  harvesting  season. 

It  is  the  hope  that  it  will  be  possible  to  have  plans  formulated  under 
which  local  draft  boards  will  be  able  to  grant  deferments  in  justifiable  cases 
which  at  least  will  give  the  farmer  an  opportunity  to  make  imperative 
adjustments. 

This  general  outline  is  merely  a hint  at  the  actual  situation  as  it  exists 
today,  and  as  an  indication  of  what  would  occur  should  present  production 
of  agricultural  products  be  permitted  to  be  increased  haphazardly  and  with- 
out a definite  plan  of  guidance  for  the  farmer. 

It  was  the  full  realization  and  the  necessary  acceptance  of  these  facts 
which,  at  the  instigation  of  Governor  Arthur  H.  James,  brought  about  the 
formation  of  the  Pennsylvania  Advisory  Agricultural  Defense  Council.  The 
membership  of  this  Advisory  Council,  of  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  is  Chairman,  comprises  representatives  of  all  the  state- 
wide agricultural  organizations  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction. 

Through  County  organizations  the  Pennsylvania  Advisory  Agricultural 
Defense  Council  is  procuring  valuable  information  which  includes  a survey 
of  agricultural  resources  of  the  county,  sources  and  needs  of  farm  seeds,  a 
study  of  seed  and  cattle  rations,  reports  giving  the  needs  of  the  farmers  in 
the  solution  of  their  labor  problems,  what  new  crops  and  farm  products  can 
be  produced,  sources  of  transportation  for  farm  products,  and  various  other 
data  which  will  prove  invaluable. 

It  is  the  plan  of  the  Pennsylvania  Advisory  Agricultural  Defense  Council 
to  act  as  a clearing  house,  both  for  receiving  and  distributing  information 
through  which  proper  guidance  might  be  given  to  the  farmer  in  matters 
relating  to  his  part  in  the  Defense  program.  It  is  planned  that  this  Advisory 
Council  serve  as  nearly  as  possible  as  the  source  through  which  farmers  in 
the  various  localities  of  this  State  may  be  kept  advised  regarding  necessity 
for  increased  production  and  to  prevent  general  increases  which  might  be 
thought  necessary  but  for  which  actual  need  does  not  exist. 

This,  in  general,  is  a brief  outline  of  the  effort  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Advisory  Agricultural  Defense  Council  to  cover  the  immediate  emergency. 

There  is,  however,  the  necessity  of  having  an  outlook  for  the  future.  The 
farmer’s  stake  in  the  present  world  conflict  is  great.  The  picture  is  not  a 
rosy  one  and,  in  any  outcome  of  the  European  conflict,  American  agriculture 
seems  destined  to  lose,  and  will  be  still  faced  by  a more  uncertain  future. 
It  is  therefore  definitely  seen  that  the  agricultural  burden  does  not  rest  upon 
the  farmer  alone,  either  for  the  present  or  the  future. 


farmers  are  fully  cognizant  of  their  great  responsibility  in  the  develop- 
ment and  effectiveness  of  the  Defense  program.  They  realize  that  any  failure 
in  the  supply  of  farm  products  will  mean  the  break-up  of  the  American 
System — in  the  maintenance  of  which  we  are  deeply  concerned,  and  toward 
which  every  effort  is  being  directed. 

No  one  can  know  to  what  lengths  the  havoc  being  wrought  by  conditions 
throughout  the  world  today  may  lead.  Should  this  country  become  still  more 
seriously  involved,  confidence  may  be  felt  that  the  farmer  will  carry  com- 
pletely his  share  of  the  burden  in  bringing  success  for  the  paramount 
objective.  It  is  estimated  that  farmers  of  America  can  produce  food  for 
upwards  of  250  million  people,  and  with  the  characteristic  determination  of 
the  farmer  to  meet  every  agricultural  necessity,  America  can  feel  assured  of 
ample  food  supply. 

If  necessity  requires  him  in  the  face  of  this  fact  to  increase  his  production, 
consideration  must  be  given  to  the  time  v/hen  this  increased  production  is 
no  longer  necessary.  This  must  be  looked  upon  as  the  problem  of  the 
Nation,  and  the  farmer — after  having  done  his  share  in  the  battle  to  save 
civilization  itself — must  rest  assured  that  the  Nation  will  not  fail  him  in  the 
readjustment  period. 

It  is  the  hope  that,  when  this  time  comes,  the  Pennsylvania  Advisory 
Agricultural  Defense  Council  may  continue  to  serve  as  a source  of  informa- 
tion and  guidance,  through  which,  insofar  as  possible,  Agriculture  in  Penn- 
sylvania will  be  saved  from  the  dire  consequences  which  can  easily  result 
from  conditions  being  brought  about  by  the  world-wide  situation. 
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Association. 
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